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Guiding student sccial and emotional wellbeing in
safe, supportive znd inclusive school environments
promotes children 2nd young people to be
resilient, confident and lifelong learners. Skills in
confidence, resiliency and paositive relaticnships are
fundamentzl te student learning outcomes and
participation in schooling.

What is a Guidance Officer?

Guidance officers are registerad teachers who have
a Master degree in Guidance and Counselling or
equivalent or have eligibility for psychology
registration. They deliver 2 broad range of services
to school community members and contribute to
the development of a comprehensive student
suppert and wellbeing program that is responsive
to the ne=ds of the school community. They wark
as part of multi-disciplinary team to addresz
student wellbeing concerns that may be potentizl
barriers to accessibility and engagement in
leaming.

Guidance Officers adhere to the Code of Ethics and
Austrzlian Processiconal Standards for Teachers as
outlined by the Queensland College of Teachers
and sre bound by zll policies 2nd procedures of the
Department of Education.

Guidance Services in State Schools

Suppaort offered by guidance officars includes
providing 2dvice and counselling on educational,
behavioural, vocationzl, persanzl, socizl, family,
and mental health and wellbeing issues.

Psychceducational assessments and career
development also form an important part of the
werk guidance officers undertake to enhance
positive educational outcomes and caresr
pathways for all students.

Guidance Officers employed within the student
wellbeing packzge provide suppert and counsealling
for referred students with mild to maderate health
presentation with a focus on prevention and early
intervention. They can help students with:

—

*  Emotionzl dysregulstion
Engzging with the curriculum

®  Personzl relaticnship difficulties
Stress
Behaviour
Career development support
School attendance
Family issuas

Guidance Officers can help within the school setting
by:

warking with other wellbeing and school staff to
ensure stratagies developed for the student can be |
in place in the classroom and wider community.

® advocating for the referred student during
stakeholder meetings.

®*  assisting with referrals to external zgencies.

®  liaising with existing externzl agencies engagad
with the student.

®* facilitating programs supporting mental health,
wellbeing a2nd career planning.

®  assisting with student transitions to altarnate
education programs and reintegration back into
mainstrezm schooling.

Who is Eligible for Guidance
Services?

Students who are enrollad in 2any Quesnsland
state schoal or registered for an early childhood
development program {ECDF), may bz eligible ta
access the guidance officer services if they have
diagnosis of mild to modearate mentzl health
concern or have a suspected risk of 2 mentz|
health concern.

How is the Service Delivered?

Guidance Officers work within education teams
with support offered to the student when informed
consent is provided. The service may include direct,
indiract and whole school with a counselling focus
on prevantion and early intervention to support
student engagement and wellbsing.
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