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Term 4, Week 10, 10 December 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome to Week 10… Well, here we are. The final week of our school year. There’s been so much going on this week as we round out 

2025. From class parties and Christmas activities to our Final Parade and Year 6 Graduation (plus much more), students have been  

having lots of fun. 

 

Year 6 Graduation Evening… Last night we held our Year 6 Graduation evening at JCU, with lots of reflections and celebrations  

throughout the night. Congratulations to our amazing Year 6 cohort on their achievement and we wish them well as they move on to 

High School.  

 

Thanks to our Year 6 teachers, Miss Vanderjagt, Mr Robinson, Mrs Walker and all our support staff for guiding our Year 6s through their 

final year of primary school and then, with the help of Mr Milton and many staff, putting on a wonderful evening for the students and 

their families. 

 

Goodbye and Goodluck… At our Final Parade on we acknowledged those students whose families are moving on from Oonoonba SS at 

the end of the year. We wish all our departing students and their families all the very best. 

 

As is the case at most schools at the end of a school year, there are staff changes that happen too. We wish the following staff all the 

best as they finish up at Oonoonba and move on to their next chapter… Mrs Danielle Walton (Year 5 Teacher), Mrs Rebekah Gilliam 

(Inclusion), Mrs Debbie Sullivan (TA – Leave), Mrs Sherry-Lee Tuala (HASS – Leave). Thanks for your dedication and commitment to  

supporting the students of Oonoonba. There is also some exciting maternity news coming to Oonoonba in 2026, so keep an eye out for 

that in the new year. 

 

Principals Award… Congratulations to the following students who received Principal Awards on parade on Monday: 

 

Farewell from Mr Coey… As my time at Oonoonba comes to an end, I just want to say a BIG, BIG thank you to the entire community for 

making me feel so welcome in my short time at this amazing school. I’ve spent this last week reflecting on what’s been achieved this 

semester, and the amazing progress the school has made is a credit to everyone involved.   

 

Thank you, Oonoonba SS… it has been my pleasure to lead the school for the last part of 2025 and I wish everyone all the very best.  
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----------------------------------- 

Mr Coey’s Joke of the Week 

Before becoming a teacher, I used to be a baker, but I couldn’t make enough ‘dough’. 

 

Thanks again everyone. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Take time these holidays to relax, recharge and connect with family and 

friends. All the best for a safe and successful 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Coey 

Acting Principal 

 

 

 

Year 6 students and their families attended the Celebration Farewell last night at the Sir George Kneipp Theatre, James Cook  

University.  

 

I would like to thank teachers Mrs Walker, Mr Robinson, and Miss Vanderjagt for their work in preparing for the evening. 

 

Special guests including John Cordingley (Glencore Port Operations); Lynette Quilliam and Jackson Ball; Holly Jackson, Graham Fowler, 

Georgia Fowler, Alexandra Fowler; Natalie Fergusson Deputy Principal WRSHS; Nicole Henaway; Maria Cawthorne; Senior Constable 

Chris Redman; Sharon Weldon, Chloe Bartholomew; Rebecca Dale (School Council); Emina Shailer (P&C); and Anne-Marie Day  

attended, with many presenting major awards.  

 

The evening was highlighted by the awards presentations and the creative informative audio-visual presentation of students  

throughout the year and the ‘2025 Year that was’, all of which took many hours for Miss Vanderjagt to create. 

 

Thank you to those school staff who attended the celebration and assisted in many different ways, some including setting up or packing 

up at the end of the evening.  Thank you to Mr Williams, Mrs Firth and Mrs Gough for their work with sports/environment/music  

student leaders for their reviews of 2025. Mrs Walker 6W and Miss Vanderjagt 6V assisted the school captains so that everyone was 

ready to present for the evening. Thank you also, to Mrs Warde who took the photos of the presentations.  

 

Thanks Mr Edwards Instrumental Music Teacher, who has worked with our Year 6 musicians for their ensemble performance ‘Koala 

Can-Can’. Mr Edwards pointed out that this was the first time our strings and band students had played together. This was not an easy 

feat due to the differences in ‘key’ that strings and band students usually play in.  ‘Koala Can-Can’ was a suitable piece of music that 

allowed this to happen. 

 

I would especially like to acknowledge the work of Mrs Hoffensetz (school office) who had the task of dealing with all of the  

administrative and logistics for this event, as well as working to set up before, packing up at the end of the evening and unpacking the 

car this morning at school.  Her very good work, which started during Term 3, has resulted in a very successful evening and an  

enjoyable send off for our Year 6 students. Mrs Hoffensetz was ably assisted in the office by Mrs Lang on many occasions, especially on 

Monday and Tuesday of this week. 

 

Vice-captains Phoebe Leviston and Eli Agnew as the ‘Masters of Ceremonies’ guided us well through the proceedings to the end. Our 

sporting house captains Milla Wilson, Ivy Cox, Chloe Greenan, Amy Firth, Sierra Murphy, Phoebe Kristensen, Mikayla Close and Janis 

Edgecombe; school music captain Tilly Stubbington; school environmental captains Olivia Mason and Oliver Jorgensen; and school  

captains Imogen and Konan Guppy gave us a comprehensive review of the 2025 school year.   

 

Below is a list of awards and recipients from last night: 

 

Evie Feather School Spirit Award 

 

 

 

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S DESK 



Sid Ware Memorial Citizenship Award  

     

The Hon Janelle Poole MP Member for Mundingburra Community Award 

 

Hooper Family Sportsperson of the Year 

 

Humanities and Social Sciences Achievement Award  

 

The Jorjah Price Music Award 

 

The Katie Fowler Courage and Enthusiasm Trophy 

 

William Ross State High School Best All-Rounder 

 

Cawthorne Family STEM Achievement Award 

 

Eric and Janelle Ball Academic Improvement Award 

    

Sharon Weldon Academic Achievement Award 

 

Gail Chapman Student of the Year       

 

 

 

 

 

Book Award - Academic Achievement:   

6R  6V 6W 

   



       

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to wish our Year 6 students the very best moving forward. 

 

2025 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone good health, a Merry Christmas, safe holiday period, and a Happy New Year.  

Turn your electronic devices off and spend some quality time with each other and be present-not just physically there, but connected.   

 

Wouldn’t it be great if your presence was the most important of your presents to your family? 

 

I would like to thank Kelly and Rebekah Gilliam and Jodie Clarke for their work with our Years 1-4 students in our school in the Religious 

Instruction program.   

 

I hope that over the coming weeks that people in our school community can reflect on the real meaning of Christmas and the  

significance of this time in the year. 

 

To staff and families leaving us at the end of the year, thank you very much for your contributions during your time here. All the best 

with your future endeavours. 

 

As said during parade on Monday, thank you to Mr Coey Acting Principal and all the best for the future for you and your family, and 

your school leadership journey. 

 

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  

Enjoy the December/January school vacation period when you get there! 

 

Trevor Milton 

Deputy Principal 

Book Award – All-Rounder:   

6R 6V 6W 

   



 

 

Tri-Medal Winners 

Congratulations to Phoebe, Deacon, Piper, Mikayla, Joshua and Oliver on  

receiving their Oonoonba State School “Tri-Medal”.  This award was given to 

students who represented Oonoonba State School in Swimming, Cross  

Country and Athletics in 2025.  Well done kids! 

 

Jump Club 

Come along to the final Jump Club of 2026 this Thursday.  We’ll be playing all the Christmas Hits and celebrating a wonderful year of 

getting up, getting outdoors, and getting active.  Remember, parents and family members are welcome to come and join in on the fun!  

See you at 8:10 at the Basketball Courts! 

 

Townsville Fire Gala Day 

Congratulations to the Oonoonba Girls’ and Boys’ basketball teams, who competed against teams from all over Townsville and the  

Burdekin in the annual Townsville Fire Gala Day.  Our teams played really well and only got better as the day went on.  The girls even 

got some special coaching tips from Dakota, Catelyn and Alex from the Fire in their semi-final! 

 

It’s been a packed year in the sporting world here at Oonoonba.  Thanks to all the family members who have come along and cheered, 

or have just been a part of what we do here at Oonoonba.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s do it all again in ’26! 

 

Yours in Sport 

Matt Williams 

mwill247@eq.edu.au 

HPE News 
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Term 4 2025 

Tuesday 7 October—Friday 12 December  

(Events/Dates subject to change) 

Week 10 
Monday 8/12 

Final Parade for 2025 
Tuesday 9/12 

Year 6 Farewell Celebration —JCU 
Wednesday 10/12 

Yr 6 Fun Day  
Friday 12/12 

Last Day Term 4 

 

2026, Term 1—Calendar of Events (Events/Dates subject to change) 

Term 1 (Tuesday 27 January—Thursday 2 April)  

Monday 26 January—Public Holiday 

Friday 3 April—Public Holiday 

Life Education 

Healthy Harold   

 

















ARRIVE EARLY TO REGISTER 






