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Term 4, Week 9, 3 December 2025 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome to Week 9… and just like that, there’s only 7 school days to go. With everything that’s happening around the school, from 

teachers working through end of semester reports to end of year class parties and other celebrations, time is well and truly flying. We 

had another great turn out on parade with a massive number of ‘110 Gotcha’ awards handed out, 47 in fact. Outstanding!  

 

Enjoy the rest of your week everyone, starting with our Carols event tonight, starting at 6pm in our MPC. See you there! 

 

Kokoda 2026 House Captains named… Due to an unprecedented situation which saw a limited number of applicants for our Kokoda 

House Captain positions, we have the pleasure of announcing our 2026 captains. Congratulations to Kai Edwards and Harlow Simpson 

who will proudly lead our green team next year. Well done kids! 

 

Special End of Year Parade… Don’t forget that our final parade for the year is on Monday, with some special presentations happening 

as we recognise our 2026 leaders, farewell various members of our community, particularly our Year 6 cohort. We hope you can join us 

for what will be a special morning. 

 

Prepping for Prep… If you haven’t done so already,  don’t forget to get your Prep enrolment forms in as soon as possible so we can 

contact you to arrange an enrolment interview either before year’s end or early in 2026 when school opens. 

 

You can find enrolment forms on the Enrolment/Prep page of our school website. Or, you can contact the school to pick up an  

enrolment pack from the office. 

 

Please also remember that Oonoonba SS is enrolment managed, so it’s best to also check out if you live in our catchment area. Click on 

this link to go to Education QLD’s School Catchment Map.  

 

Active Families… With all the media coverage about obesity, many parents know that their children need to be more active. However, 

encouraging increased activity is hard if our children are used to watching TV or playing computer games. Research indicates that  

children should be involved in more than one hour of moderate to vigorous physical activity a day. Parents are critical in influencing 

their children’s lifelong habits and choices to support a happy and healthy life. 

 

Young people are growing quickly, and they are also dealing with enormous physical, emotional and social change. They are often 

acutely sensitive to their changing body shape and can feel awkward and uncomfortable about being active. They can also genuinely be 

tired after a day at school, especially during warmer weather. Therefore, it will require sensitivity when discussing and considering  

activity and exercise opportunities which reflect the needs, interests and skills of your children. Sometimes this may mean a number of 

trials in certain areas before they will settle on something which suits them.  Not every child will be interested in team sports; some 

children may enjoy more solitary activities such as photography, bike riding, walking or dance classes. Explore the range of activities 

that are provided by your local community; I am sure you will be pleasantly surprised by what is on offer. Youth activities are often a 

high priority for local councils. Try the Townsville City Council website.  

 

Take time to plan what will work best in your family to increase physical activity and talk about why it is important. Make it do-able; 

start with small, achievable goals.  

 

Here are a few suggestions:  

• Cut down screen time for the whole family to one or two hours per day. Allow the children to negotiate which programs are 

most important to them. 

• Try to fit activity in your day, such as walking to and from school whenever possible. 

• Plan times for family walks or outings that involve physical activity such as a game of frisbee or rounders in the park or exploring 

a new area together. 

• Choose the stairs rather than the lift. 
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• Create a list of outside activities to put on the fridge, e.g. going for a ride, playing with the pet, going for a walk, digging the  
garden, dancing to some music and get everyone to add new ideas as they arise. 

• Instead of dinner in front of the TV, have dinner around the table and talk about the day’s events or plan a family activity. 

• Plan a walk or a ride after dinner. 

• Get everyone involved in family jobs; a great way for children to earn pocket money or learn valuable life skills. 
 

Principals Award… Congratulations to the following students who received Principal Awards on parade on Monday: 

 
 
 

----------------------------------------- 

Mr Coey’s Joke of the Week 

Q. What do you get when cross a snowman with a vampire? 

A. ‘Frostbite’! 

Thanks everyone. Only 7 to go! 

 

 

 

Mr Coey 

Acting Principal 

 

 

 

Please note below, some important dates in the final weeks of the year:  

    

Monday 08 December 9:00am  Whole School Final Parade – Multi-purpose court. 

      (Bring own fold-up chair)  

By Friday 12 December                                 2025 Semester 2 Report Cards emailed to parents/carers 

 

2026 Year 3 and Year 5 NAPLAN (National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy) 

Students moving into Year 3 and Year 5 next year will be completing NAPLAN assessments from Wednesday 11 March to Monday 23 

March inclusive.  These dates are during Weeks 7-9, Term 1 next year. 

 

Have a great week!  

Regards  

Trevor Milton 

Deputy Principal 

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S DESK 



 

 

Tonight is the night! Our students have been learning their Christmas songs and actions and are ready to entertain us all. 6pm sharp in 

the MPC area.  Wear your Christmas attire and come with a Christmas attitude to enjoy the night.  A folding  chair or a blanket to sit on 

would be a good idea too.  

 

Program is as follows: 

Choir - Wonderful Time of the year 

Prep - S.A.N.T.A 

Year 1 - Santa Claus is Coming (High 5) 

Year 2 - Up on the Housetop 

Year 3 - Surfin Santa 

Year 4 - Jingle Bell Rock (Australian edition) 

Year 5 - Aussie Jingle Bells 

Year 6 - Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer 

Choir and the Community - Have yourself a Merry Little Christmas. 

 

Students who have applied for Instrumental music next year will find out next week which instrument they will be learning.  Mr  

Edwards and Ms Mclean will send out information to families, including hiring forms, requirements list and bootcamp information.  

Notes will need to be returned in the new year and please do not pay any fees until the office sends out an invoice in the New Year.  

We like to let you know what instrument your child is playing so that you have time to purchase any extras that your child may need.  

We still have some places available in the instrumental program and a further recruitment drive will commence in the beginning of the 

year so that any new students to our school or students who may have just decided they would like to learn,  have an opportunity to 

be a part of the program.  

 

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and look forward to being a part of your childs' musical journey in 2026. 

 

Yours in Music  

Mrs Gough, Mr Edwards and Ms McLean.  

News From Music 

 

 

Oonoonba Swimming Carnival 

Wow, what a great day! Over 130 students from Years 1 to 6 attended the final major event 

on the Oonoonba sporting calendar, and from all accounts, all had a wonderful day  

competing against their rivals from the other houses. Thankfully the weather played nice! 

 

Tobruk ended up narrowly claiming victory for 2025. Congratulations to the team in yellow! 

 

Fastest swimmers: 

 

 

 

 

Yours in sport, 

 

Matt Williams 

HPE teacher 

mwill247@eq.edu.au 

HPE News 
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Term 4 2025 

Tuesday 7 October—Friday 12 December  

(Events/Dates subject to change) 

Week 9 
Wednesday 3/12 
Christmas Carols  
Yr 6 into Yr 7 State High School  
Transition Day 

Week 10 
Monday 8/12 
Final Parade for 2025 
Tuesday 9/12 
Year 6 Farewell Celebration —JCU 
Wednesday 10/12 
Yr 6 Fun Day  
Friday 12/12 
Last Day Term 4 

 

   

 

Student of the week 

Congratulations to the following students. 

Certificates will be presented to Students on parade on Monday. 

Term 1, 2026  

Monday 26 January—Public Holiday 

Tuesday 27 January—First Day Term 1 













ARRIVE EARLY TO REGISTER 






